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Whatever your past, whatever your religious background, or where you
are on life’s journey, you are welcome. Join us for a spiritual journey
where God is still speaking.
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January 2022

"Forget about what's happened; don’t keep going over old
history. Be alert, be present. I'm about to do something
brand-new. It's bursting out! Don't you see it? There it is!
I'm making a road through the desert, rivers in the
badlands." ~ Isaiah 43:18-19, MSG

Sunday, February 6th - Communion Sunday
Sunday, February 13th - Congregational Meeting
Monday, February 14th - Valentine's Day
Monday, February 21st - President's Day
Sunday, February 27th - Transfiguration Sunday

Dear Heidelberg UCC Family and Friends,
Happy New Year! The New Year is a time to consider what was
and what will be. January is typically the time we think about
new beginnings. A new beginning is a central part of our
Christian faith. New life, renewed hope, and second chances
permeate the Scripture. Our God is a God of new beginnings.
Of course, new beginnings don't just happen on January 1st. They
can occur with a romantic breakup, moving to a new town or into
a new home, a new job or the birth of a child. The stories in
scripture, like Isaiah 43 (shown above), show time and again that
God offers people a new beginning, another chance for great
things. God frees the oppressed. Jesus heals and restores. The
Holy Spirit imbues new life.
When we're in a new situation, at the beginning of a new year or
in a new state of mind, it's natural to make resolutions. I wonder
if in our making of resolutions we are staying true to ourselves or
trying to be someone we're not? When Jesus offers someone a
new beginning, he's simply calling them to be themselves, their
best selves. Can we claim who we are? Can we own our identity
as the beloved of God and made in the image of God?
Sometimes new beginnings are chances to take a look at the
things we're holding onto. Saint Ignatius speaks of so-called
"disordered attachments," things we're attached to that are not
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For the February 2022 Edition:
Please have material turned into
the church office by
Saturday, January 15th.
Thank you.
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helpful to growing closer to God and the person we're called to
be. We need to rid ourselves of these things. What do we need to
let go of? What are our hopes for this new year?

We are pleased to know we have folks interested in making
Heidelberg UCC their church home!
Would you like to join too?
On Sunday, January 9th during the 10:30am worship
service we will welcome new members.
To join, please see Pastor Adrian.
Thank you for all the donations to
Chosen 300. Peg and I were able to
make the delivery of 271 items in
early December. As always the
people were anxious for our delivery. Prior to our arrival they
had let people know we were coming and they had already
had people that morning stop to see if we had come yet. We
were able to chat with two guys that were still enjoying their
coats and things from last year. We were able to give our new
friend Jimmy a very thick sleeping bag which he truly needed.
We have provided thousands of items through this mission
for 18+ years. Thank you for your continued support
especially during these tough times! Irene.
Address Changes
Please remember to contact
Carla Godshall at the church
office 610-287-9736 or email
office@hucc.net with any changes
to your name, address, email address or phone number for
the Annual Report.
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Friendships can be very important to new beginnings. They may
help us in our transitions or they may help encourage us to
awaken dreams. It's important to consider our friendship with
God who meets us wherever we are. When we look back on the
past year, our past relationships or our past encounters whether at
work or play, we may nostalgically long to return to those places.
But the graces of those times and the memories of the past can
come along with us. And God, most importantly, is never left
behind. God moves with us from the present moment into the
future, into new and hopeful beginnings.
Isaiah says that God is going to do something "brand-new."
What brand new thing is God going to do? My interest in piqued.
Is yours?
As we begin the new year, 2022, I invite us to pray together this
prayer attributed to St Theresa of Avila and St Therese of
Lisieux …
May there be peace within today. May we trust God that we are
exactly where we are meant to be. May we not forget the infinite
possibilities that are born of faith. May we use the gifts that we
have received, and pass on the love that has been given to us.
May we be confident knowing we are children of God. May we
allow God's presence to settle into our bones, and allow our souls
the freedom to sing, dance, praise, and love. It is here for each
and every one of us. Amen.
Happy New Year,

Rev. Adrian J. Tierson, Pastor
Pastor’s Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
Pastor Tierson’s email: adtierson@gmail.com
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Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Sunday, January 9, 2022

The Baptism of the Lord is closely related to Epiphany
and should be considered in relation to that feast. Jesus’
ministry to bring in God’s rule was inaugurated in his
baptism. As he came out of the water, the Spirit rested
on Jesus and a sign of God’s approval was heard. On this
day, we celebrate not only Jesus’ baptism but our own
as well, for our baptism is rooted in Christ. Baptism
joins us to Christ and his church, and with all of the
baptized we are called to share in Jesus’ ministry. In the
waters of baptism we are buried with Christ, cleansed of
our sins, and raised to share in his resurrection. The
Spirit is given to us and we are declared the
children of God.
(An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of
Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 148))

Mark Your Calendars
Sunday, January 2, 2022
following Epiphany
Sunday Worship!
Consistory Members
George Witmayer—President
Joan Lauman—Christian Fellowship
Doug MacWade—Vice President
Matt McDowell—BOCE
Stewardship
Tina Richards—Secretary, Spiritual Arts
Vicki Bosler—Missions
William Rubery—Evangelism
Cindy Cook— Worship Aids
Kathy Shott—Spiritual Council
Warren Doerner—Property
Ron Sivick—Property
Carla Godshall—Church Management
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With the winter season
upon us there may be
times we need to cancel
meetings, events, Sunday
school or morning
worship.
NOTE: Cancellations and changes will be posted to
our Facebook Page and our church website; with as
much advanced notice as possible.

Youth Sunday School classes start in the worship at 10:30am.
The remaining dates in the 2021-2022 school year:
January 2, 16, 30
February 13, 27
March 13, 27
April 10, 24
May 8, 22
Children will be invited forward for Children Chat at the end of
January.
The Nursery continues to offer families its care. Nursery will be
supervised the alternating Sunday's of Sunday School . Nursery
Care is for pre-schoolers through 1st Graders.
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A new initiative at Heidelberg
United Church of Christ as we
seek to help feed those in need
of a little extra help and
kindness.
Our church and our Cub Scout
Pack 105 have come together
to create a micro pantry, called
a "Blessing Box," which utilizes
the familiar concept of the Little Free Library to pique local interest
and action against local food insecurity.
A Blessing Box is a small structure
where people leave donated
goods—primarily non-perishable
food items and toiletries for others
to pick-up anonymously. In
cooperation with the scouts we
will share the responsibility of
keeping the box stocked,
although outside donations will
be accepted. Watch for a
schedule to come out in the new
year.
The Blessing Box is located in a common area, in front of the
church, and discreet enough that anyone can stop by at any point
throughout the day to take what they need and also leave what they
can. The hope and prayer is that the donated essentials help fulfill
short-term basic needs and may enable individuals and families to
have enough to get by for another day.
Hunger related missions is at the heart of our ministry. Food
insecurity is an issue most everywhere and Schwenksville and the
surrounding areas are no exception. The installation of the Blessing
Box emulates a core conviction of our faith, the Scriptures we hold
as sacred, and the Jesus we follow, to feed the hungry. There's no
better way to change a community than one small act of kindness at
a time!
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Our Father and our God, as we stand at the
beginning of this new year we confess our need
of Your presence and Your guidance as we
face the future.
We each have our hopes and expectations for
the year that is ahead of us—but You alone
know what it holds for us, and only You can
give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its
challenges. So help us to humbly put our hands into Your hand, and
to trust You and to seek Your will for our lives during this coming year.
In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the
certainty of Your unchanging love.
In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help
us to turn to You for the stability and comfort we will need.
In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our stubborn self-will,
help us not to lose our way but to have the courage to do what is
right in Your sight, regardless of the cost.
And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our
eyes to the sorrows and injustices of our hurting world, and help us to
respond with compassion and sacrifice to those who are friendless and
in need. May our constant prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist:
“Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to
the end” (Psalm 119:33).
As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness
to us—far beyond what we have deserved. May we never presume on
Your past goodness or forget all Your mercies to us, but may they
instead lead us to repentance, and to a new commitment to make
You the foundation and center of our lives this year.
And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this
new year, and we look forward to it with expectancy and faith. This I
ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, who by His death and
resurrection has given us hope both for this world and the world to
come. Amen.
(The Rev. Billy Graham, 2008)
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Sunday, January 2nd – Epiphany Sunday
Thursday, January 6th – Epiphany of the Lord

Thank you to the Christian Fellowship Committee and the
volunteers who helped make our church and sanctuary
beautifully adorned for Advent & Christmas!
Thank you to everyone who participated in Advent
Worship and for making our Christmas Eve services so
very special. Our song leaders and special music
presenters ... we are most grateful. Joy to the World!

WHAT IS THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD?
The Epiphany of our Lord is the wonderful liturgical festival
observed the first Sunday in January. Epiphany is also the
season that lasts until the beginning of Lent and encompasses
four to nine Sundays, depending on the date of Easter.
WHAT DOES THE CHURCH COMMEMORATE
DURING EPIPHANY?
The Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord originally
commemorated three incidents that manifested the mission
and divinity of Christ: the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12),
the baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11), and the miracle at Cana
(John 2:1-11). Nowadays, most churches emphasize the visit
of the Magi (the Wisemen).

On Sunday, January 23rd we will Ordain to the role of
Elder, Tina Richards and to the role of Deacon, Bill Rubery.
We will also install newly elected Consistory members.
6

11

07—Jeffrey Wynn
11—Lucas Waldron
18—Nancy Miley
21—Tory McFarland
23—John Godfrey
24—Susan Krajnik

28—Bob & Betty Wrigley

Birthday Observed- Monday, January 17th
“The ultimate measure of a man [or woman] is
not where they stand in moments of comfort
and convenience, but where they stand at times
of challenge and controversy.”
~ Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Our Prayer List
Arrangements
Carla Godshall
Head Usher
Jeff Wynn
Liturgist
2—Anne Ryan
9—Cindy Cook
16—Steve Freed
23—Don Richards
30—Penny Berger

Nursery
9—Jocelyn Beideman
23—Donna Lohr
Acolyte
2—Benjamin Pitkoff
9—Rose Waldron
16—Jacob McDowell
23—Lucas Waldron
30—Alexis Ramirez

Greeters
2—Joe & Denise Homan
9—Ron & Bev Sivick
16—Skip & Lynda Ayres
23—Barbara Maerz
Contact Eleanor Risell if you
30—
wish to serve as a greeter
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COVID-19 Variant & Vaccinations
Bonnie Bergey, The family of Michael Caruso, Eleanor Risell,
The Berger family, Peter Brindle, Tornado devastation, Peggy
Vecchione, Nate Freed, Tim & Kate
Speidel, Dom Dellose,
Chad Watkins, Linda Giovinco, Bette Beatty, Matt Brady, Amy
Miller, Sue Ellen Greeby, family of Shana Bergey, Robert
McHugh, Sherry Close-Ebel & family, Holly Yeager, Nanette
Zampier, Helen Hewish, family of Ed Sharr, Joyce Bean & family, Joe Ruggiano, Virginia Walleigh, The family of Joe Loan,
Jason Connelly, Bethanne Seafert, Tom Wakely, Heather
McCullin, Sharon Rosenberger, Nino & Tami Giorgi, Bob
Stahley, Al Ryen, Ralph Heacock, Nancy Miley, Bill Neas, Robin
Michener, Colleen Slater, Dawn Zottoli, Gayle Shinn, Walt
Cowfer, Larry Markle, Jimmy, Larry Smalls, Paul Studenroth
People lifted up in prayer will remain on the prayer list
for a period of one month. Please ask the Pastor during
worship or contact the office to lift up those persons
needing additional prayers.
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January 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2 Epiphany Sunday
10:30 Worship
Sunday School
Communion
De-Hanging Greens

3

9 New Members
10:30 Worship
Nursery

16
10:30 Worship
Sunday School

4
6:30 Scouts

5

6
9:15 Bell Choir

7

8

10
11
12:00 Ladies Lunch

12
7:00 BOCE

13
9:15 Bell Choir

14

15
Newsletter News
Due

17
Martin Luther
King Birthday

19

20
9:15 Bell Choir

21

22

26

27
9:15 Bell Choir

28

29

18
6:30 Scouts
7:00 Consistory

23 Ordaining &
Installing Consistory
10:30 Worship
Nursery
5:30 Scouts

24

30
10:30 Worship
Sunday School

31

25
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