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Whatever your past, whatever your religious background, or where you
are on life’s journey, you are welcome. Join us for a spiritual journey
where God is still speaking.
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"Happy are the people whose God is the Lord."
~ Psalm 144:15b

Please have any newsletter items to the church office by

Friday, May 14th.

Dear Heidelberg UCC Family and Friends,
In a recent Associated Press article I read it reported that
only 14% of American adults consider themselves "very happy."
In 2018 that percentage sat at 31%. This research was completed
by the General Social Survey, which has collected data on
American attitudes and behaviors at least every other year since
1972. The article read, no less than 29% of Americans have ever
called themselves "very happy" in this survey. I get it. There are
so many serious things in the news these days that it can be hard
to smile, laugh or enjoy the sunshine and flowers the April
showers bring to the month of May: homicides, drugs,
homelessness, schooling issues, the economy, just to highlight a
few categories. This stuff can really make you feel low. Now
obviously there's the pandemic and all the things that come with
that, but still I was shocked to read the statistic 14%, even 31% is
too low.
I get it. It doesn't just have to be the big and looming
headline issues of the day that crowds out happiness. How about
the things we all have in common like family squabbles, job
pressures, people's bad driving skills, unexpected bills, and
unexpected losses. All these things contribute to the struggle of
maintaining a high level of happiness. It’s a rarity to run into
someone who lives life in the spirit of joy.
Puritan preacher Thomas Brooks said, "God is the author
of all true happiness; he is the donor of all true happiness ... He
that hath him for his God, for his portion, is the only happy man
in the world." Methodism's founder John Wesley said, "When we
first know Christ then it is that happiness begins; happiness real,
solid, substantial." Reformer John Calvin said, "The secret of

Would you like to be part of our AV Team for our
services of worship? Now that we are live streaming
services this is even more of a wonderful opportunity!
We are looking for anyone willing to learn! If you are
interested, please see Tina Richards or call her at:
215.534.3851 or e-mail at: ssgrich@aol.com.
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If you are interested in joining our
gatherings on the first Monday of the
month please give Diane McFarland a
call 610-287-8079.

Sunday, June 20th:
Strengthen the Church Offering, Father's Day, and
Summer Worship Hour BEGINS at 9:30am
Friday, June 25th:
64th Anniversary of the
United Church of Christ

The pandemic did not stop us from our support of
Heifer International this year.
Thanks to Matt and Sara McDowell, our Sunday
School youth and their families
the "luncheon" was a success.
Thanks to the support of the congregation we raised
$3,087 ONLY $218 less than 2020 ... WOW!
What a gift to pass on to those in need.
Mission Sunday
May 16, 2021
Our church has been regularly active in our Missions.
Lately, since the Pandemic, most of the Missions that we
have been doing is for the Daily Bread Food Pantry in
Collegeville. We are proud of our work, time, and
donations that we provide for this necessary Mission. On
Missions Sunday, we will have the Directors of Daily
Bread Food Pantry, Joel and Loretta Stever, here to
speak about the Food Pantry. They will talk about how
the pandemic has affected the pantry, changed their
way of doing business and seeing clients and what the
future holds for the pantry. We hope that you will join
us, live in the sanctuary or online. The yearly
MISSIONS SUNDAY monies collected will also be
donated to Daily Bread. We appreciate your continued
support.
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happiness is that it is necessary for us to go outside of ourselves
to find happiness."
Happiness is something we all desire, and believers
throughout the centuries, like Brooks, Calvin, and Wesley, have
affirmed that it is a good desire when we seek it in Christ.
The Scriptures say: "Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like
you, a people saved by the Lord!" (Deuteronomy 33:29). "Judah
and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea. They ate and
drank and were happy." (1 Kings 4:20). "How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of them who bring good news, who publish
peace, who bring good news of happiness." (Isaiah 52:7). The
Scripture is pregnant with evidence that our desire for happiness,
that feeling of being content and cheerful, isn't missing the mark
after all. Scripture is clear, to be sure, that seeking happiness or
joy, gladness, delight or pleasure in sin is wrong and fruitless, but
seeking happiness in God is good and God-honoring.
We have so much, despite what's wrong in this temporal
world, to be happy about as God's faithful. I don’t think we
always realize it. We can be happy when we get rid of morning
breath or have a great hair day or the weekend comes around or
when we see the first orange leaf in Autumn or when we improve
upon past failures.
Be happy in the Lord! Historically, philosophically, and
practically, happiness is a vital word. Smart people throughout
church history: Augustine, Aquinas, the Puritans, Wesley,
desire and know what God desires for us is happiness in the Lord.
Let's do what we can to reverse the trend the study is
indicating. Let's redeem the word happiness in light of both
Scripture and church history. May our message to the world not
be "Don't seek happiness," but "You'll find in Jesus the happiness
you have always been seeking."
"Happy are the people whose God is the Lord."
With love,

Rev. Adrian J. Tierson, Pastor
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Saturday, May 8th beginning at 8:30am
Spring gardening part two! Thanks to all who
participated in our spring cleanup effort. Now it’s time
to plant a few annuals, spread a bit of mulch, do a little
more preparation for the last phase of our multi-year
landscaping project, and perhaps make some other small
improvements.
The property committee invites you to join them on
Saturday, May 8th to help in this effort.
Look for other improvement projects to be done this
spring, including some masonry pointing, painting,
sealing of the parking lot, and more!
Thank you,
Property Committee
Youth Sunday School classes start in
the worship at 10:30am. The
remaining dates in the 2020-2021
school year: May 2nd and May 16th.
The Nursery continues to offer families
its care. Nursery will be supervised the alternating Sunday's of
Sunday School and on the fifth Sunday of the month. Nursery Care is for
pre-schoolers through 1st Graders.
Consistory Members
Eleanor Risell—President,
Joan Lauman—Christian Fellowship
Doug MacWade—Vice President
Matt McDowell—BOCE
Evangelism
Tina Richards—Secretary, Spiritual Arts
Vicki Bosler—Missions
Kathy Shott—Spiritual Council
Cindy Cook— Worship Aids
Ron Sivick—Property
Warren Doerner—Property
George Witmayer—Stewardship
Carla Godshall—Church Management

4

Monday, May 31st
Heavenly Father, on this Memorial Day, we pray
for those who courageously laid down their lives
for the cause of freedom. May the examples of
their sacrifice inspire in us the selfless love of
Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Bless the families of our fallen troops, and fill
their homes and their lives with Your strength
and peace.
In union with people of goodwill of every nation,
embolden us to answer the call to work for peace
and justice, and thus, seek an end to violence and
conflict around the globe.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bring your loose change
(bills are accepted too) on
Sunday, May 30th!
Collection cans will be
available in the Narthex as you
arrive or leave church. These
offerings help support the small
projects fund of the church.
Thank you for giving.
13

As recorded in the New Testament of
the Bible, it was on the 50th day after
Easter that the apostles were praying
together and the Holy Spirit descended
on them. They received the “gift of
tongues” – the ability to speak in other
languages – and immediately began to
preach about Jesus Christ to people from all over the
world who flocked to Jerusalem for the Feast of
Shavuot. Christian Pentecost became not only a
commemoration of the Holy Spirit’s visit but also marks
the birth of the Christian Church. On Pentecost Acts
reports that about 3,000 people were added to the
church that day (Acts 2:41).

++ Wear Red Wherever You Are ++
Sunday, May 23rd

Ascension of the Lord: Thursday, May 13th
The readings for this day:
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47 or 93
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53
The Ascension of Our Lord, which occurred 40 days after
Jesus Christ rose from the dead on Easter, is the final act of
our redemption that Christ began on Good Friday. On this
day, the risen Christ, in the sight of His apostles, ascended
bodily into Heaven.

Trinity Sunday
Sunday, May 30, 2021
Pope Gregory IX instituted Trinity Sunday in 828 CE. This day is
notable for being the only major Christian festival that celebrates
a doctrine of the church rather than an event in its sacred history.
It is dedicated to the Christian belief in the Trinity – Father, Son
and Holy Spirit – and falls on the Sunday following Pentecost
each year. The belief of one God in three elements is a distinctive
of the Christian faith but the early church was plagued by
contrary views. Trinity Sunday spread throughout the western
church around the 14th century.
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Sunday, May 9th
Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to
her children, so you watch over your Church. Bless
these women, that they may be strengthened as
Christian mothers. Let the example of their faith
and love shine forth. Grant that we, their sons and
daughters, may honor them always with a spirit of
profound respect.
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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BBQ Beef Brisket Fundraiser
+ A portion of proceeds will go to the
Daily Bread Community Food Pantry +

Thank you to everyone for a blessed Easter Sunday! The
flowers and decorations, the music, and the joy that filled
the Sanctuary made the celebration so very special.
Christ is Risen!

Saturday, May 22, 2021 – 3-5pm
Drive-thru style at Heidelberg UCC
Meal includes:
Brisket, Roll, Baked Potato, Coleslaw,
Butter & Dessert
Cost: $10/meal
+ Tickets are available now +
[Ticket Sales end Sunday, May 16th]

Thanks to Diane McFarland and Tara Todd our bulletin
boards around the church are getting a face lift! As you can
see we have a "Kids Create" board. If any of our young
people wish to hand up their art, coloring pages, etc.,
please feel free to do so.

Call the church office at 610-287-9736
or
pick them up on Sunday morning
or
from a Consistory member.
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Narthex Bulletin Board

Kids Bulletin Board by Sacristy

4—Helen Hewish
9—Olivia Geiger
10—Kayden Derenoncourt
16—Don Richards
18—Ron Sivick
18—Bruce Lohr
19—Joy Glass
19—Kathy Owens-Fox
19—Jean Witmayer
20—Danielle Campanaro

Arrangements
Joan Lauman
Head Usher
Warren Doerner

25—Jon Doman
25—Marilee Weller
28—Graham Pozeynot
28—Joe Giunta
29—Brian Waldron
30—Melissa Naples
5—Pamela & Brian Waldron
25—Bruce & Melissa Shelly
31—Mark & Melissa Naples

Nursery
9—Jocelyn Beideman
23—Vicki Bosler
30—Kim Douglass

Acolyte
2—Jacob McDowell
9—Rose Waldron
16—Lily Waldron
23—Alexis Ramirez
30—Benjamin Pitkoff

Liturgist
2—Penny Berger
9—Nancy Woodrow
16—Anne Ryan
23—Eleanor Risell
30—Bill Massey

Greeters
2—Carol Slater-Kline & Bob Butz
9—Penny Berger
Contact Eleanor Risell if you
16—Eleanor Risell
wish to serve as a greeter
23—Warren & Nancy Doerner
30—
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Are you interested in making
Heidelberg UCC your home church?
We would love to welcome you into our church family.
Please see Pastor Adrian for more information.
Our Prayer List
First responders, nurses, doctors, truckers, grocery workers,
church leadership and all the service providers.
COVID-19 Vaccinations
We mourn the death of Matti Maenpaa
Let us remember his family in our prayers
Madeline Barrett, Eric Lauman, Gladys Knechel, Ernie & Millie
Knechel, Angela Hoerner, Bill & Pat Godfrey, Wes and Beth,
Kenny Rushing, Peter Doerner, Bob Parmele, Bill Ryan, Pat
Halstead, Tim Keith, Earl Bookheimer, Rosina Heaslip,
Dolores Knauer, Rustam Saryev, Al Ryen, Forcinio Family,
Popelik Family, Bryan family, Ralph Heacock, BannermanMartin family, Hanna & her unborn baby boy, Bob Stahley,
Ariel Campf, Nancy Miley, Bill Rubery, Ed George, Bill Stone,
Jason Connelly, Bill Neas, Lee Gordon, Bev Sivick, Robin Michener, Leone Slyh, Colleen Slater, Dawn Zottoli, Gayle Shinn,
Walt Cowfer, Larry Markle, Jimmy, Larry Smalls, Paul
Studenroth
People lifted up in prayer will remain on the prayer list for a period
of one month. Please ask the Pastor during worship or contact the
office to lift up those persons needing additional prayers.

Pastor’s Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
Pastor Tierson’s email: adtierson@gmail.com
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
10:30 Worship
Communion
Sunday School

3
4
12:00 Ladies Lunch

5

6

7

8 8:30am
Spring Clean-up

9 Mother’s Day
10:30 Worship
Nursery

10

11

12

13

14

15

16 Mission Sunday
10:30 Worship
Sunday School

17

18
7:00 Consistory

19

20

21

22 BBQ Beef Brisket
Drive-Thru 3-5pm

23 Pentecost
10:30 Worship
Nursery

24

25

26

27

28

29

30 Trinity Sunday
Noisy Offering
10:30 Worship
Nursery

31
Memorial
Day
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