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HEIDELBERG UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
251 PERKIOMEN AVENUE, SCHWENKSVILLE, PA 19473
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
SERVICE CONDUCTED ON FACEBOOK LIVE & IN-PERSON WORSHIP
FEBRUARY 21, 2021
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Today’s Thought:
"As Lent is the time for greater love listen to Jesus' thirst ... 'Repent and believe.'" ~ Saint Teresa of Calcutta
Centering Words:
I offer my life to you, God, for I know that you love me dearly and faithfully. I offer my life to you, God. Teach
me your paths.
* = Stand in Body or Spirit
GATHERING TOGETHER
Ringing the Bell

10:30am

Welcome
Prelude

Pastor Adrian
"Rescue"

Steve Freed

Call to Worship
L: God said, “I will be your God.”
P: God has promised. God remembers. God is faithful.
L: God said, “I will lead you in the paths of truth.”
P: God has promised. God remembers. God is faithful.
L: God said, “I will forgive you.”
P: God has promised. God remembers. God is faithful.
L: God said, “My kingdom is near.”
P: God has promised. God remembers. God is faithful.
Prayer of Invocation

Pastor Adrian

* Opening Hymn
"Lift High the Cross"
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. Come,
Christians, follow where our Savior trod, the Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. Each
newborn servant of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of Christ who died.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. O Lord,
once lifted on the glorious tree, your death has brought us life eternally.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. So shall our
song of triumph ever be: praise to the Crucified for victory.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name.
* Call to Confession
Pastor Adrian
In the season of Lent we are invited to consider how we live as followers of Christ – to look at our decisions and
our actions straight on, and to hold them up to the example of Christ, and to make amends. Repent, and believe
in the good news. Confident in God’s grace, let us confess our sin before God and one another ...
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* Prayer of Confession – Silent Prayer
Holy God, Creator of all that is, Donor of Grace, and Giver of Life: Hear our prayer. There are
chasms in our lives, deep valleys that separate us from one another and from you. We confess that
we have allowed those rifts to grow, for fear of admitting our part in the separation, for fear of
being rejected when we reach out. You call us to a reconciled life, to healed relationships, to a
wholeness with each other and with you. Mend us, we pray, and make us new creations through
the power and love of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. [Silent Prayer]
* Words of Assurance
God's compassion and love are forever! What God said of Jesus at his baptism, God says to us today: You are
my dearly loved children, whom I love deeply. God forgives us and loves us dearly, now and forevermore.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
"Halle-Halle-Halleluja" (x2)
Halle-Halle-Halleluja. Halle-Halle-Halleluja. Halle-Halle-Halleluja. Halleluja. Halleluja.
RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS
Invitation
Pastor: We invite to come forward those who wish to affirm their baptism by uniting with us in this
household of faith: Skip and Lynda Ayers & Leslie Morrow.
Pastor: Friends in Christ, we all are received into the church through the sacrament of
baptism. These people have found nurture and support in the midst of the family of Christ.
Through prayer and study they have been led by the Holy Spirit to affirm their baptism and
to claim in our presence their covenantal relationship with Christ and the members of the
church. They are here for service to Jesus Christ, using the gifts which the Holy Spirit
bestows.
Scripture Sentence
Elder: Hear the words of Jesus: "I am the vine, you are the branches. Anyone who abides in me, and I in
that person, is the one who bears much fruit. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever
you will, and it shall be done for you. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love. These
things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full."
Questions of the Candidates
Pastor: Do you desire to affirm your baptism into the faith and family of Jesus Christ?
Candidates: I do.
Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ?
Candidates: I do.
Pastor: Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?
Candidates: I do.
Pastor: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to
resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ
as best you are able?
Candidates: I promise, with the help of God.
Pastor: Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the Christian faith and to be a
faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, celebrating Christ’s presence and furthering Christ’s
mission in all the world?
Candidates: I promise, with the help of God.
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Affirmation of Faith
Pastor: Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our faith in the
triune God, using the UCC Statement of Faith:
We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, who is made known to us in Jesus our brother, and to
whose deeds we testify:
God calls the worlds into being, creates humankind in the divine image, and sets before us the ways of life
and death.
God seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.
God judges all humanity and all nations by that will of righteousness declared through prophets and
apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, God has come to us and shared our
common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the whole creation to its Creator.
God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant
faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.
God calls us into the church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be servants in the service of the
whole human family, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's
baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.
God promises to all who trust in the gospel forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the struggle
for justice and peace, the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in that kingdom
which has no end.
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto God.
Amen.
Address
Elder: By your baptism you were made one with us in the body of Christ, the church. Today we rejoice in
your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to this time and place. We give thanks for every
community of faith that has been your spiritual home, and we celebrate your presence in this household
of faith. {Touch the water and remember your baptism}
Question About Participation
Elder: Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of God’s people, sharing
regularly in the worship of God and enlisting in the work of this local church as it serves this community
and the world?
Candidates: I promise, with the help of God.
Welcome and Reception
Pastor & Elder: On behalf of Heidelberg United Church of Christ, we express our welcome and affirm our
mutual ministry in Christ.
ALL: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We promise you our friendship
and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the
Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of
our risen Savior.
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Greeting of Christian Love and Presentation of Certificates
Pastor: In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of Heidelberg United Church of Christ, we extend to you
the "COVID-19 Elbow" of Christian love, welcoming you into the company of this church.
{All Elders are welcome to participate}
Prayer
Pastor: O God, we praise you for calling us to faith and for gathering us into the church, the body of Christ.
We thank you for your people gathered in this church and rejoice that you have increased our community
of faith. Together may we live in the Spirit, building one another up in love, sharing in the life and
worship of the church, and serving the world for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Special Music

"Children's Prayer"

The Waldron Family

HEARING THE WORD
Prayer of Illumination
Liturgist
Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth find
freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Christ our Lord, Amen.
Scripture Lessons (NRSV)
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgist

* Gospel Lesson (NRSV)
Mark 1:9-15
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor Adrian

* Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
Sermon

"The Promise of God"

Rev. Adrian Tierson

Hymn
"Christ of the Upward Way"
Christ of the upward way, My guide divine, Where You have set Your feet May I place mine; And
move and march wherever You have trod, Keeping face forward up the hill of God.
Give me the heart to hear Your voice and will, That without fault or fear I may fulfill Your purpose
with a glad and holy zest, Like one who would not bring less than the best.
Christ of the upward way, My guide divine, Where You have set Your feet May I place mine; And
when Your last call comes serene and clear, Calm may my answer be, “Lord, I am here.”
Joys, Concerns & Announcements

SHARING FAITH & LIFE

Pastoral Prayer

Pastor Adrian
Pastor Adrian
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Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Call to Offering
Pastor Adrian
Psalm 25:10 reminds us, "All the paths of God are steadfast love and faithfulness for those who keep God's
covenant and decrees." Our church's ministries are extensions of God's love and faithfulness made possible
through the generous giving of our time, energy, and money. With love let us offer our gifts to God.
* Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; Praise God for all
that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
* Prayer of Dedication
God of all bounty and blessing, receive our lives and our gifts to be bounty and blessings to you,
our church, and the world. Amen.
GOING INTO THE WORLD
* Closing Hymn
"Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days"
Lord, who through-out these forty days for us didst fast and pray, teach us with thee to mourn our
sins and close by thee to stay.
As thou with Satan didst contend, and didst the victory win, O give us strength in thee to fight, in
thee to conquer sin.
As thou didst hunger bear, and thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord, to die to self, and chiefly live by
thy most holy word.
And through these days of penitence, and through thy passion-tide, yea, evermore in life and
death, Jesus, with us abide.
Abide with us, that so, this life of suffering over past, an Easter of unending joy we may attain at
last.
* Benediction

Pastor Adrian

* Final Response
"First Song of Isaiah"
Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid For the Lord is my stronghold
and my sure defense and he will be my Savior.
++++++++++++
Copyright Info:
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Halle-Halle-Halleluja – Public Domain
Glory Be to the Father – Public Domain
Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow – Words: Thomas Ken, adapt. William B. Abernathy © 1995 The Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.
First Song of Isaiah – Jack Noble White, Text © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. All rights reserved.
Rescue – Words & Music: Lauren Daigle, Jason Ingram, Paul Mabury; © 2018 Centrisongs, See You At The Pub, Flychild Publishing, So
Essential Tunes, Fellowships Music(SESAC). All rights reserved.
Lift High the Cross - George Kitchin, Michael Newbolt, Sydney Nicholson, Words & Music: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.
Children's Prayer - arr. Robert Leaf © 1969 Augsburg Pub. Co. All rights reserved.
Christ of the Upward Way - Walter John Mathams, George Lomas. Public Domain
Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days - Words: Claudia F. Hernaman. Music, Harm © 1989 J. Fischer and Bro. Co. All Rights Reserved.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #734582-A & CCLI #20049341.
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Pastor
Rev. Adrian Tierson 1-585-455-6364
Pastor's email
adtierson@gmail.com
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 A.M to 12:00 P.M.
All other times by appointment
Church office – 610-287-9736
Church Email – office@hucc.net

Arrangements
Head Usher
Acolyte
Liturgist
Song Leader
Greeters
Technology
Nursery Care

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
TODAY
NEXT SUNDAY
Victoria Bosler
Victoria Bosler
Gary Bosler
Gary Bosler
Alexis Ramirez
Ethan Beideman
Gary Bosler
Susan Krajnik
Steve Freed
Tina Richards
Judy & Joy Glass
Bob Messersmith
Doug MacWade & Brian Pippert
Doug MacWade & Brian Pippert
None
Allison Schock

Welcome to Heidelberg! Whatever your past, whatever your religious background, or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome. Join us for a spiritual journey where God is still speaking. Enter as a
guest, depart as a friend.
Next Sunday - Worship Service (February 28th): "Facebook Live" and In-Person Worship at 10:30am. We
are excited to be able to welcome you to worship in the sanctuary today. Please take a moment to read
over the Guidelines in place for in-person worship found on our website (www.hucc.net) and posted
within the building.
Youth Sunday School - Classes will be held again on Sunday, March 7th. Classes are held during the
10:30am worship service following the Children's Chat.
Nursery Care - The Nursery will be available again Sunday, February 28th. Nursery will be supervised
the alternating Sunday's of Sunday School and when there is a fifth Sunday in the month following the
Children's Chat. Nursery Care is for pre-schoolers through 1st Graders.
Online Donations - If you would like to make a one-time or recurring donation to the ministry of
Heidelberg UCC, we have a new and simple way to do that by credit/debit card or by connecting your
paypal account right through Facebook. Just click the "Donate" button at the top right of our Facebook
Page and follow the very easy steps. Thank you for your support and generosity.
Audio-Visual Team - Would you like to be part of a team that will become our AV experts for our
services of worship? We are looking for about 6 people willing to learn the system and improve the
system. Please reach out to Tina Richards at 215.534.3851 or ssgrich@aol.com
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Greeters - Eleanor Risell is looking for someone who is willing to spare a little time on Sunday morning
and are comfortable coming to worship to act as a greeter. Please contact her at 610-287-9520.
AmazonSmile - AmazonSmile is very simple to use—all you need is an Amazon account. On your first
visit to the site, you will be asked to log in to your Amazon account with an existing username and
password (you do not need a separate account for AmazonSmile). You will then be prompted to choose a
charity to support. During future visits to the site, AmazonSmile will remember your charity and apply
eligible purchases towards your total contribution—it is that easy. You can find an easy link on our
website (www.hucc.net) homepage (lower right column). Click, shop and support!
Heifer Luncheon - Have you filled out the Heifer Luncheon Google Form yet? The Google Form link for
meal purchasing which offers options for the sandwiches (type, quantity, etc.) is:
https://forms.gle/7tGaWS6QgZVxjQJF6. If not, please do so by Sunday, February 28th so we can begin to
prepare for the luncheon. If you are not able to fill it out online, please complete a paper copy found in
the Narthex or see Matt or Sara McDowell! Join us on Sunday, March 21st as Heidelberg UCC will again hold
the Heifer Luncheon as a means to help end hunger worldwide. We are going to hold this a little differently in
2021, as it will involve the “drive thru” methodology for delivering of the meals.
Heifer fun fact...Did you know that "some families don't have land for larger animals for time to manage
them? Rabbits can be kept beside the house, or on the back porch away from wind and rain. Besides
meat, they can give fur hides and nitrogen-rich manure to enrich vegetable gardens or fish farms, and
extra income for children's school books and uniforms." Now time for a Heifer Brain Teaser..."If a project
participant in Sichuan, China, received a trip of Heifer rabbits - a buck and two does - and the two does
each produce litters of eight kits four times a year, how many offspring would there be in 10 years?
Answer...640"
Lenten Study/Devotional Resources - Lenten devotionals are available today in the Narthex. If you
would like a copy of the Lenten Daily Examen (daily prayerful experience), please see Pastor Adrian.
Prayer Requests - please e-mail the church office with any prayer concerns and we will keep our prayer
list updated.
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