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Today's Thought:
"No duty is more urgent than that of returning thanks." ~ St. Ambrose
Centering Words:
Thanksgiving is a time of gratitude to God, our Creator and Provider, whose guidance and care go before
us, and whose love is with us forever.
* = Stand in Body or Spirit
Ringing the Bell
Introit

GATHERING TOGETHER
"As We Are Gathered"

Welcome
Prelude

7:30pm
Anthony Alvarez
Pastor Adrian

"Let All Things Now Living"

Chancel Bell Choir

Call to Worship
L: Come with hearts overflowing in gratitude.
P: God has done great things for us.
L: Be glad and rejoice.
P: We rejoice in God's gifts.
L: Sing praises of joy.
P: Our mouths are filled with laughter.
L: Shout with thanksgiving, in sunshine and rain.
P: Praise God for our lives, for harvest and food.

Pastor Stan

Prayer of Invocation

Pastor Stan

* Opening Hymn
"Come, Ye Thankful People, Come "
#526
Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; all us safely gathered in, ere the
winter storms begin; God, our Maker, does provide for our wants to be supplied; come to God’s
own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.
All the blessings of the field, all the stores the gardens yield, all the fruits in full supply, ripened
‘neath the summer sky, all that spring with bounteous hand scatters o’er the smiling land, all that
liberal autumn pours form its rich o’er-flowing stores.
These to thee, our God, we owe, source from whom all blessings flow; and for these our souls
shall raise grateful vows and solemn praise. Come, then, thankful people, come, raise the song of
harvest home; come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.
* Call to Confession
Pastor Adrian
We know that we have not lived as God hopes. But however fragmented we become, God longs to hold us
together in grace and peace. Confident in God’s grace, let us confess our sin before God and one another ...
1

* Prayer of Confession – Silent Prayer
Gracious Creator, you have given us so much, but too often we take those gifts for granted,
or as something to which we are entitled. You call us to live in caring community, but too often we
place our wants and needs first, with those of others a distant second. You call us to share your
gifts with the world around us, but we are worried that there may not be enough, and our
worrying gets in the way of our sharing. For all the times when we mistreat and misuse your gifts,
for all the times we assume that we get what we have by ourselves, forgive us and lead us back to
the path of wisdom. In the blessed name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. [Silent Prayer]
* Words of Assurance
Our God is a gracious giver. Our God is gracious in forgiveness. Our God calls us to new patterns and new
life. Hear the good news: we are a forgiven people! Thanks be to God. Amen.
* Gloria Patria, adapted

"Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me"

HEARING THE WORD

Prayer of Illumination
Rev. Bill Massey
Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth find
freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Christ our Lord, Amen.
Scripture Lessons (NRSV)
Rev. Bill Massey
Joel 2:21-27
Pew Bible pg#741
Psalm 126
Pew Bible pg#499
1 Timothy 1:1-7
Pew Bible pg#963
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* Gospel Lesson (NRSV)
Matthew 6:25-33
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor Stan
Pew Bible pg#787
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* Gospel Alleluia

"Alleluia! Give The Glory"

Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Stanley Steele
"We Praise You, God"

* Thanksgiving Litany
L: Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us.
L: For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea.
P: We thank you, Lord.
L: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ,
P: We thank you, Lord.
L: For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,
P: We thank you, Lord.
L: For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,
P: We thank you, Lord.
L: For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
P: We thank you, Lord.
L: For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity,
P: We thank you, Lord.
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Pastor Adrian

L: For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,
P: We thank you, Lord.
L: For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
P: We thank you, Lord.
L:Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord
and so we proclaim ...
P: To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
Special Music

"For These Blessings"

Vocalist: David Crist
Carol Spainer

SHARING FAITH & LIFE
Call to Offering
Pastor Adrian
From the bounty of our lives, let us bring forth our gifts for the work of God in the world; let us give
generously, as we have been given to generously. Offerings given tonight will be donated to the Daily Bread
Community Food Pantry.
* Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; Praise God for all
that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
* Prayer of Dedication
Pastor Adrian
Lord, we were born with nothing but the breath you breathed into us. All that we have become,
all that we have created, and all that we have worked for; all this was made possible through you.
We return what you have given to us as an offering of our thankfulness, and as a celebration of
your love. Gracious Creator, to you we offer our worship and our praise. Amen.
Communion Anthem

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
"Celtic Communion"
Vocalist: Anthony Alvarez

Preparing the Table

Note to Guests: Through the waters of baptism; we are born into Christ’s family. That family is nourished and sustained at this
table. Though we are baptized but once, in the Lord’s Supper we reaffirm our commitment to Christ, and God renews us with
grace. This is the joyful feast of the people of God! Our Savior invites everyone to share the feast, which he has prepared.

Inviting
Pastor Adrian
L: This is the Lord's table. The Lord Jesus invites us to share this joyful feast. From east and west, from
north and south, people will come and take their places at the banquet in the kingdom of God. (Luke 13:29)
All are welcome at the Lord's table.
Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
P: We lift them up to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor Adrian

L: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God,
creator of heaven and earth. By your appointment the seasons come and go. You bring forth bread from
the earth and create the fruit of the vine. You formed us in your image and made us stewards of your
world. Earth has yielded its treasure, and from your hand we have received blessing on blessing.
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L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Remembering
Pastor Stan
L: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for our sake he became
poor. When hungry and tempted, he refused to make bread for himself that he might be the bread of life
for others. When the multitudes were hungry, he fed them. He broke bread with the outcast but drove
the greedy from the temple. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to
your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and
the Spirit.
L: On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me." When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
L: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.
P: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Transforming
Pastor Adrian
L: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and cup. Make them be for
us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until
Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
L: Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours,
almighty God, now and for ever.
P: Amen.
L: With Christ’s words on our lips and in our hearts, we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking the Bread and Pouring the Cup
L: The bread of life, to feed our souls. (bread is broken)
The cup we share, to nourish our lives. (cup is poured)
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. (elements lifted)
Come, for all things are ready!

Pastor Adrian
Pastor Stan
Pastors

Sharing of the Elements: you are invited forward to be handed the bread by the pastors, be handed a cup
by the Elders, commune, dispose of the cup in the baskets, and return to your seats.
Prayer After Communion
Pastor Stan
We have eaten, we have drunk, we have tasted your goodness. May this meal we have shared
here today fill our souls with Love. May the meal we share with all the world fill the world with
Hope. May we leave this table refreshed and replenished, ready to be recipients and agents of
Grace. Amen.
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GOING INTO THE WORLD
* Closing Hymn
"Now Thank We All Our God"
#27
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, who wondrous things hath done, in
whom this world rejoices, who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way with
countless gifts of love, and still is our today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, with ever joyful hearts and blessed
peace to cheer us, and keep us in all grace, and guide us when perplexed, and free us from all
ills in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God almighty now be given; to God, the three in one, who reigns in
highest heaven, the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, for thus it was, is now, and
shall be evermore.
* Benediction

Pastor Adrian

* Final Response
"First Song of Isaiah"
Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid For the Lord is my stronghold
and my sure defense and he will be my Savior.
Postlude

Pat Clemens
++++++++++++
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Thank you to our Music Directors Pat Clemens, Heidelberg UCC
David Crist, Jerusalem Lutheran
Thank you to our Song Leader Anthony Alvarez
Thank you to our Liturgist Rev. Bill Massey
Thank you to our Special Music providers Anthony Alvarez
David Crist
Carol Spainer
The Chancel Bell Choir
Thank you to our Worship Assistants Penny Berger, Greeter
Rev. Bill Massey, Liturgist
Warren Doerner, Arrangements
Barry Pitkoff, Head Usher
Eleanor Risell, Communion Steward
Communion Elders
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